PHLS begins a national case control study of Escherichia coli O157 infection in England.
Infection with Vero cytotoxin producing Escherichia coli O157 (VTEC O157) is a growing public health problem and the commonest cause of acute renal failure in children in the United Kingdom. Foodborne outbreaks of VTEC O157 infection have been reported in the United Kingdom, other European countries, and North America. Most cases of infection are sporadic, however, and the contribution of food vehicles, animal contact, and person to person spread in the acquisition of infection needs to be clarified. The PHLS is starting a case control study in England to identify and estimate the relative importance of risk factors for the acquisition of VTEC O157 infection. The study will run for 12 months. This article describes its objectives and asks microbiologists, public health physicians, clinicians, and others who may be asked for details about cases or to find suitable controls for their help in achieving a successful outcome.